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Abstract

Samson the Agonist as a Projection of Milton’s Selfhood

Kazuyoshi Enozawa

There 1s a great deal of divergence between the image of Samson
conjured up in our minds from reading Judges: chapters 13 to 16 and
that which strikes us when we read Samson Agonistes. Samson as
depicted in those chapters of Judges is a young man of extraordinary
physical strength whose mentality, however, is so immature — almost
as childish as a spoilt kid—and whose behaviour is as impulsive as that
of a hot-headed rough-neck. By contrast, Samson as we see him in
Milton’s tragedy is a miserable slave who, with his eyes plucked out and
his feet fettered, was forced to labour in a mill. What torments him,
however, is not so much his bodily pains as his mental or spiritual
agonies resulting from the realization of his own past folly in revealing
the secret of his strength to a woman who was bent on betraying him
into the hands of his Philistine foes.

Comforters (in the role of a chorus in a Greek tragedy) come to visit
and console him with sympathetic comments. But Samson rejects their
consolations. Then comes his old father Manoa. who, aghast at the
plight of his son, offers to arrange ransom with the Philistine lords.
After Manoa comes Samson’s wife, who had beguiled him. She pleads
with him to accept her proposals for reconciliation. Samson gives vent
to his anger, rebuking her in the harshest of all words. Then Harapha
comes round and challenges Samson with his bombast. Then, a Philistine
officer comes to summon Samson to the “agon” or “fighting arena”,
not for the sake of a fighting as such, but for the sake of providing fun
for the Philistine spectators in celebration of a feast dedicated to their
god Dagon. Samson first refuses to comply, but upon a Philistine
messenger coming a second time to fetch him, he does comply with their

orders. What has made Samson change his mind?



The question may best be answered in terms of the changes Milton
himself went through during the time his wife Mary stayed away from
him. Milton's distrust of womanhood tormented him all the while, but
when Mary came back to him in 1645 and begged him to forgive her for
her past misconduct, Milton, though he may initially have had some
difficulty in pardoning his wife, did pardon her after all. This course of
domestic affairs may suggest a gradual maturing of Milton’s mentality,
and some such maturing process is seen also in the change of mind
which Samson had gone through. Samson’s final acceptamce of the
Philistine orders to present himself in the arena may be taken as an
indication that at that point he had already passed from the stage of
“rejecting” everything according to his own principles, to that of
“accepting” something, if not all, even if that may compromise his
principles. In that sense, Samson may be thought of as a projection of
Milton’s maturing selfhood
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ConBwl, B4 [&h] 2E58LTRVE3 DD, ZD [EPL
] T A3<HOHE> R, B LA EFicRrRAINTVE
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REiFahEsd, REOHEDTRIDEHATE,
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bL. BLIKTESILT, dULOBELAZMOI,
HILICTELEVT, BULOBROEEDLIEMNTE
7o, BRIIELUAS, WCHATHOD I LOERL, W
2 XD IFAREL, RTHOEDEObENTES, LE-T,
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o ROBHT, b TChcBTH, 2OFEIThh- T,
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CEBL, PRIFTRLEVIETOFDOEMIFT. N
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FRTNDOHEFHRIC2VTR, TVISALHITEFVTL
20, bLIKRETHEL SN, DLESEOIFII—ED
BabERP-kDid, BEERE VS D7, HiETHN,
BIEHIETH N, DLAEZDBICESDLE LS, VI HE
HLBTELDITN, bLIER, W, ZOEDFEEDHT
RT, 2OBPEE2SSKHEL, 20H», —RL T,
FHEBODOFRETHEME I I, LD TALIEEST,
PoTELDI, (1076-1090)

CHICHT R, &Y VYOE-STEVIEER, BERZ-30TH 3,

H+ayy BhiEbH3E0IEDTRIPEZIZTV. Kb-TABIEE
LGN (1091)

FRICAF v & EHNS5 77213, BERREICS, OB B,

NTTr BRI bLE-EITLSTXPR7DLE, T-oED,
BEOPEMEAHO BT, B3R NELMLTLES K
EESTWHDED, BN o NOEE 1 RATE 12 LD
RE LR EVSFPH OB T, BRE —HRZ IBENH
NEE oD H - BROBSICOISNTLE -
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34 LY YOI U T—EERZ 555 BMLLIKVWOTH S, 4
vyvokkE, NI 7 7 i3, BEOLE - TZIFERT,

YAV Y BRIBP-THEP-7IEE2B8TEHE, PoThENE

B3RO, ®-2THBENLL, KFREPELEWI LS,
BHiIZ > Thh 3159,

HORZBOWREE S IWAT. BROBELHSFIE LV, &
—. ZOHICBHIDO. T DOARELEEEE->THS5WV WV,
3D bFESH LV, (1104-1107)

N~ 7> DR, Y4V VEBBENICEET S TH S, TOEIERE
LTEl& k21~ 57 >y 0kiZEREENLD (3 0R) FARLKRERFDS TRE
5, ok (N5 7 75y YTOEANELLDOSEICEITL, BRICHS .
FETHELEBOVIT, BhPINPOEREFRAVTHLELEV-ZFIE LD X
H5ETEHOTIRE VD] (1250-1252) L KB >TVWBDTH B, %4V Vik,
LAL, BoDEIREFTBIHL T, TH3EX 5,

HAYY HOBEIX, oo LVERBESIIT. BHDFEREIEY

L&D &E9 5755, 8, b otkBiEZIFALI&ED
KT BHERIEHZ TV, OICThid, MR, b LotkE%
ZFTIUXERMBH B0 ES BRI E, HOFIFOH
BAZITA2EROLVI LI, FHEBVRV, SRR
D2, R vFOEHELBICILTSH, BT TICHITLA
TRLUTVWALLOEFEE2FICMA B LB E, TEEDY
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BIVL, BT, ZhiIHA SV, b L. BHOIFE
DFEEISFIREB IOV SR, BITL A, FLOHEIZ
AHAROFHEICE L, 2B LT TR, FOREE
THAFESICH, BHA DROOLIZFBEEFTHEOE
M5, (1253-1260)
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Rt 2 BH L B ERL TV B, WAL IHEORD THAFEE] o+ &
Yy ER—BEROTHROES, BRIy A Yy BITERET, BB
FEL-IVbrD, HERELLTOY LAY V) OHEMELON LS, 5
FTHHL, COBRFER. BESBIERS [BrE] tHyE&bED [HEA
HBVIHIEOREL L COMBIEIL ZEMITH 5,

COEIRY LY vid, HENRREETICE - T, ~T 7 > DRSS OAREM%
BETHOTHSA, R, AsnoRIbrnaswy [&Ean) ick->TEA
DELNIIRKEA—EIEONITFEHOH L L EY LY YVIIBELLE L,
Fol A, O, FAREBBICRBON LI E. N5 7> DRBEREE LT
FiFiyavvicid, EEdb 7 Eay] L LTRHFANSIRENTETHS
DTHbB, &V vyDHDEERUAHLENSL (2o) 1T, BE2FDL

FIE S,

R, EARBETH, PoTRIBOKEIMNI WV, FATE>THED
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Ih3DEhoh,

BNEZ S>3 REOERER., Hics >~ TREBOEEL, LhL. &
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TR, AERITZ D LU EL I —RHIBU I LI ED b
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Ve ERRVA, CO<EBESIKDVLVTOERREZOHTRLLYL, —2ITiF, 3
Wby RZOFRICOWTR, —Y, O%BAIL T, SHOL I BB EEL
TWIEWPHTHD, CLDORIFEERICOVWTDA, IVt YOBD =8
T—FeT7 40y 7R PEIDREEEZERLTVWELETTH S, LIF, = F
T=FeT74 )y 72D I+ VR] OBOFYUT5EHRE (BLESZED
i+ T) $ERT %,

1 HEREZROEIZSKLTL&ID, HAVIEOIFTILELE DD
LhEHA, It VYEEBHSICHMTE LI, ABEDOAGZEN D
ZOEHEEMITIZAMDFEATL, BLWELRHEL LOLHIEA
ICHOWVWILDPBSsTWERATL, E2AMN, —7HASHVES
k. MBTHIATLBEORERBEL TR -TEE L, BEFiR
ATVEVWSEZT, A7 27 +—FMNDY 3y b2 —"—DEZRD 7 #
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P ->TEE LI, COFRBICIIER, XKD, hoF b, Lk
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ERNLFHKODTES T LICND, 2O X ) BAEFH—7 Ad
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9, (John Milton: Selected Prose, 426-427)
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RBEXZICFELRTFEEZEEZX S-OTTH, BEEVHD FEA
E5ic, FEAFABELEEIE LD TTH, BESHDEHA, 2O
SRAER. FERAEATEICHET, BEAORERELE LA C
DOFBEIZ L EORE — T UL EBHEOVET-bEZ T,
FTIFTTER-TEFE LA, 2L T, FAOFRICHEBEOAIIT NI,
BRSPS BENLEEECBEVEINLEDI ETY,

(EL, 427)

3 HEEF, KOANARST, COLIBIEREZT MR, KL
BURIAZHIANZIOREHITh»PDLEEBEZICED, 12K
KZDITREVODICIEYSTH 2D EVILET 2HDORMTIESOD
FREBILTZEFICL O, TOEYMELT, THSDOEEREE
WET R _ROBRXEBEEZICNEDE LT, (L, 427-428)

WER1 G 27 VW, ROFAIZF T, —E, BETIOKE (LAALEOKR
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BoExxZEETNE, 27 ) O/KBME IV I »OEIFORMASH 5,
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PPER 213, TR —=F e 74 o 7203000, BE, 20BN TH-1-&F
NEL A7) (BBAVWREFREDAULE) DL - EFREEEHEVWOINET
P HEDOBEIFIIOVT, 74 Y v 7RARIM-HEBEALTVWS, b
<

CORBEIATYVOEEDAVEL]IE, BoDFEICLhIE, BBL K
[ F45ik (Cavalier Party) W] TL/, i3, BFICHEZ 5%
Abvi, LBEBTERVTEH D ERA, ERIRE  ORHICIEA 2
27+ — FZEAHZEZEAL TVWT, BAORRABBV ShdH-71:DTL &
Vo WoOREEORRXE, REERICT 3 ARSI L2 %MEL
v Lic, SRAMSECBEVWEBRDETLENE LS, COBMALIE
FRICHEREBET LIS EEAS, EEXTVWEDTY,

([ElL, 427)

2ED, AT ORI, BUBTEBOETEZBkY oo ERIRANLWIFRIC
BRI HKEASLHFFLTV b ELELN D, BH, Thh, /Wb vz
TVICHT TR B EFBEEZ - FREOITRTBLLODITIIEDb - 12
HHLELETIAY) vy TREIRTVWEDTH S, EEL, 74 ) vy 7RAORAFRE
BMTHB, £21U0BHE, IV Vid, BOILE-T, BE, BERILBERIC
THERRDIBE, 1 7 AEST O, HELADTHA I, LWV DRI
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HELB, IV YORIEIWWT. 74 VX b« EMBRLDICHIERE LA ER
BELTWESLVWOT, BFO IVt YIIEEHOMO Y ThElhOFETY
Fr— FRICHBWADh b LNV, TABHFDOIS, LLELEF IV VRS
TVRRRHT, RKELAOL S LNV, dBVITE /. BUAK - EEHE
BHRRBHITH -7 a—) 7 VEGPROYP, XY T VKOEE Y F v —
Koo T VHIEIZ, Ea—-) s UyRBRLABEICRE2 -2 YHNIZSOWT
W EZIBERLELNIEVWEELLDTHA S, NoRTXTEA DO
EHZ25D0TRETVOT, EEFLENMLEZ QIR STV, BURH - RHHY
5ERCTAFRROBOBEN—RBOEIESERATVWS I, — K&
MELTREDEDLZZIBVTHAH D, BER, T, 2V ¥H 744
FOREEBL 2 VECHICHE LHALE, KL [ REOREEET
52 ERBRBVTRIEVD, FEOBEOFICSH, FIBEHFRIVWOoTHWVELS
SIC] EB->THELALCLZBRVHTDTHD, LAHA BEER, 7145
DREATY LEMIFE—HT 200K 0H, 7)) LEEL KRAT,
Ivb v COE, 20, BREH - BRK - EXLICBT 3B ROE
AT BEoakEtticonWT, EhIEEBRMLLEHBER > T iah, 5
HIORKIBSLELBOVDTH S, LhL. A7) &OEBTHRD - 7. FERICHE
L8805 LV YOSEENREBEOTFED I LW TEVWREEZ®EV O
CEREEVKEVWEES, Fhrbo—ED [BiER] ¢ -TREELL, &
FEEIEZDZDTH 5,

EEMNIIT, DI—OEELTALVDIR, » 7)) BKIIHT 5 R ElEzE
CTINFVORICR-12E %, IV YDEEEHL, ZHANLERICHS
WCTH B, MIKANEERBEIVOT, BULIFT—Fe74Y 5 720
AEEHRTIHT 3, BLESEDF UMK LALDOR, HABS &
BIEEOFIED 12D TH » T BEXE—2OFOHTESEL TV 5, )
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FENFBILESNZFIOVE L E, FERIBLNARICERMT 2 C
LIV FE LA, bodd, TORBBELEDANETEENSD X
ZABEICREDIFEATLID, DIZFHVEHEASIREICLS, &
WOh, BRNICK - ERBEETT, JOKRHEM. HF. B o
LBl R R R L0, BEE»EEbhId, Fru FiE
TDBEEZDO— AN I VEEOEBEFOBRBIC LA - 2DTT,
DA ZLONANLRT, SAb KWl TLRM, TOBHRICE
DRTHEDP>1ESTT, LpLy S+ VEEOEED S b &
Zzb3 &, U, EEROIIENTHE > T bic, IBRHFE Y T
NEADREDEESFE->T. NI VRDOAVLIE, T LATIC
INN VRIBAELBR( X TV ]0BERIcEEEAELEF L, 0
T, HEold. LOBHAT, 2EFDLHINHREEILTHDTT,

(L, 428)

ELD BT 4 v e vs 75 vOBRMEIL, IV S OB
Bicdtcd 759 7,350 ABFEATVT, TOANDOEKEFTAEM
LEILIEFFRTVA I LMD ELIDOT. COB EDFEER
DUBADZFERBECERLIAIEVWS 2 EHDE L, Thid, b
LD, I Y e N T AVHEREDOEREDLTOI &2
LhE¥A, AEORALLLEDBHRILT-EWVW-Td, ThENED
FEroTTH-EULITHICSMLIbIFTT, (6 E, 428-429)

MDEANBEELDSHEER]HZLEDILTT, £EMVDD
DEHRIOREFELE T &, JIETRHEL TO AR EN TR,
SHEOFNICEHENT, BEFJ&, WIESEBE T, REOBHFLEZOL
DTY, FERBIFLITHEELHUIRORELED2EDTLAEDI O,
U DiEEVE L1, ER. BVRE -3, B FORBE%
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ERLLRIEVTHRTTLRM, b8, BEDT LK L.
REICENF TRBOVERMOR Y #F5 BT ICED E L, Thid,
— I3, AN L&) IFIREFCERSIHEOREETH -
fol &l S5 —2ilid, MEDRALENHICA > TR X &)
Dzl &, IK&BbDOTLL, ([E L, 429)

AR 1 T TN [BonArIcEBH L] LEHI-Bo<HAR>2HA A
foD1EHs, JE3XiZ “there fell out a passage’ TH B, [Bbhunahmic] &8
RLACEICRERSTFERINSNS, XREZEETHRIHUEBERIREOVR
T, Bid, 2 T7TVOBBOMESIOLE, IV VIBHESED EX -1,
LWVWHFETH B, TNT. DHI>DEEHIT LAY T VTR EEEHE
C o fee IR, IHOFEICRL T, FBEUCEE L fcfodic, NI T VKT
E, B, ATVERINVPYOBEREDELT, BHROLRE RN A S LE
LD Thb, COBEEFEICIE IV VYREAKOBREEZEML WL ERZ T,
WEHEDRANI:bWERBOBRELTET B Lici-t, Thh, MR 2 0BE
THb, WiR3 1, COBEBENEDE I ICEITINLEMBELLbDTH
5o

FEHT &, WIR3DBET, T F7—F e« 7405 725 [FER, &Y
BRo-tah, BRI DBBEEZIEE L HLPRIEOITHFTLA, L. B
FZDI ERKICH L. RRICENG TRBOVENOZ D 2ESBRFFBICBOFL
o) EBRXRTVWBE-RTH 2, 5T, TDOEHELT, 74 » 7RH I
bro TEESHE] & TRAKLSOMBICET TOIBLISED ] 28T
WEDLEHICELK Y, BER, 74V v TROBRIIFREETVWE, &

B3,

A7) DEREZIANKEET, I v Vit T TEEBR] 201
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LTV, BOFEROKFHIZ, BHEEZEYLT 2EHE L TRED MEEROR
—H] 2B LIRICHD, I vEXTY LORIC RO 2ib-
P ESHRRATH S, I+ YRIIBHER] OPT, RiTL » THEBEOR
MrEEICT2FEORMHLLT, MEOT, AKDA V] (“mute and
spiritless”) MTHERDGE L 72 ](“deadness of spirit”) ¥ E D, THE#&
Wi & 57 (“an image of earth and fleam”) 78¥E#&. [FEZBHI S M
BOAR—%] (“an uncomplying discord of nature”) [ESH L&D bsw,
BRER O, FEEONLIZED —ZARERFICV AT, (ROl
FDOHDEHOYULDILTEZ EIUENL TL %3 —1 (“a helpless,
unaffectionate and sullen mass whose very company represents the
visible and exactest figure of loneliness it selfe”) 8 & DK% E ¥ TW
B, E5ICEt, KEBWHALARLTEIEDH L LT, [REBET SR (“a
desertrice” ) [ RIED X S MWK FIH L] (“an intolerable adversary”) B
BU X/ LOKE) ) (“a bitter political foe”) M EEZEFTWVWS,* 7 = 3
ZZ2MEHTFED, THREIPEBOLTRRVONEVEHEROLLTSH
B, AT VDA, K74 Ed [RERET L] ITRFZATHL, 1D
HE, AR THECELLOBE] BES, $B5VIETL-TVERBL
hizv, FHREVED NI INVETEHE 2TV IV YRREBEVWTE
b, BIBHUBERICT AR EDEFICENEEZREL, B0 D%, L
o REDHEICED I Bt LTH, MEMICREMETER LY
WOTHZ, Lirl, EELTHZELE, ZOL5U AT ) DRBBVICT
OFRASYVEDINE YW [THOANAR- 2] OBZHRT, THREBARL 728
DTH5,

BB DO 3EFE-T. ATV HHODBEREREL, RIKFLEZZI 0L &,

* Barbara K. Lewalski, The Life of John Milton, 163.
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MIEVWDTHD, ) OBV ITADZ Z bOFEMBEEHD [ AEKG
9] HBILETTTRTAHRBRELTOVAYAY Y TIEHIH, TDOH A
VYRSY SOEFOPICHRPE > TVWE I L E2RIKEX, Rk E THROE
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&5,
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BLETHO,

ST OBRYE, HEFLHI L8, WoETHRNUES T,
RLTIEBIEDRVKEDE, LWt A1,
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